
Additional Practice For Home: 

Monday March 16th:  Spelling test will be on Thursday this week. 

 Library books due today. 

Read every day.  Remember to fill out your reading log.  It is due every 

Friday. 

Practice your math facts every day. 

Please have your child use any strategy that works for him/her to solve the 

homework problems. 

 

Tuesday March 17th:  Wear green today for Saint Patrick’s Day if you want. 

Math Homework pages 117 and 118 due. 

 

Wednesday March 18th:  Spelling test tomorrow. 

Math Homework pages 119 and 120 due.   

 

Thursday March 19th: 

Math homework pages 121 and 122 due. 

Unit 5 Week 2 Spelling test today. 

 

Friday March 20th:  No School for students today. 

 



Upcoming Events: 

March 20th:  No school for students 

 

Monday March 23rd: 

Library books due today. 

Read every day.  Remember to fill out your reading log.  It is due every Friday. 

Practice your math facts every day. 

Please have your child use any strategy that works for him/her to solve the homework 

problems. 

 

Tuesday March 24th: 

Math homework pages 123 and 124 due. 

 

Wednesday March 25th: 

Math homework pages 125 and 126 due.  Please skip # 5 on page 126. 

 

Thursday March 26th:   

Math homework pages 127 and 128 due.  Please skip # 7 on page 128. 

 

Friday March 27th: 

Math homework pages 129 and 130.  Please skip #5 on page 130. 

 

Monday March 30th: 

Library books due today. 



Read every day.  Remember to fill out your reading log.  It is due every Friday. 

Practice your math facts every day. 

Please have your child use any strategy that works for him/her to solve the homework 

problems. 

 

Tueday March 31st: 

Math pages 132 due. 

 

Wednesday April 1st: 

Math page 136: 1-5 due only. 

 

Thursday April 2nd: 

Math pages 137 and 138 due. 

 

Friday April 3rd: 

Math page 140 due. 

 

 

Ruszczyk Review for the week of March 9, 2020 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me.  Sometimes your child will need extra 

TLC if he or she is sad or going through a rough time.  I care for each of your children very much.   

Write me a note and place it in your child’s folder so I can help you and your family.  Let’s work 

together to make this a happy and successful year.  Thank you to all the families that have 

contacted me.  I am always here for you and your family. 

 



I am super excited about our Class Dojo page.  Anytime you would like to share pictures with 

the whole class; please e-mail the pictures to me.  Thank you for joining our page.  Thanks for 

also sharing all of your awesome pictures. 

 

 

This week in Math:   

*Skills that your child are struggling with in Unit 4 were sent home.  Please review these skills 

with your child.  We will continue to work on these skills at school as well. 

* Please make sure your child places his/her Math HW book back in his/her red John A. Sciole 

folder every day.  First, have your child do the math page independently.  Then please go over 

the page before bringing the book back to school.  If corrections need to be made, please help 

your child make the corrections.  Immediate feedback is important. Thank you for your support. 

Please keep the math homework pages in the homework journal.  Thank you. 

 **The homework is meant to reinforce what I am teaching in math.  If your child is struggling 

with the HW, please stop and send me a note.  Your child and I will complete it together.   I 

don’t want your child to be frustrated or crying over their HW.  ** 

*Children need to master all addition and subtraction facts by the end of second grade.  Start 

by practicing addition facts with your children.  They should be able to say the answer before 

you snap your finger* *We practiced   learning our math facts by using Math Mountains.  For 

each math mountain, your child should be able to write two addition equations and two 

subtraction equations.  This will help your children see the connection between addition and 

subtraction. ** Please use the math mountains that were given to you at Open House to help 

your child.  Thank you for your support. 

***Students should be able to complete 100 problems in 5 minutes by the end of the year.  I 

reassured your children that every month they will do better than they did the month before. 

*** I am very pleased with the progress your children are making. Please look at your child’s 

report card to see his/her current January timed tests scores.  All of the time, you spend with 

your children shows.   Thank you for being AWESOME teachers for your children.  You make a 

difference. 

*Keep practicing the double chant song. It helps your children solve double digits plus double 

digits.  Please have your child say it over and over until it is stuck in his/her head.  1+1=2  2+2=4  

3+3=6  4+4=8  5+5=10  6+6=12  7+7=14  8+8=16  9+9=18  10 +10=20   11+11=22  12+12=24 



*Continue to practice the double chant song; we can solve problems like 5+6 because 5+5=10 

and 6 is one more than five; therefore one more than 10 is 11.  It is ok if your child doesn’t have 

this mastered yet because we will continue to work on this throughout the year.  

*Please continue to count the totals with pennies, nickels, and dimes.  First, we count up all the 

dimes by counting by tens.  Then, we count up all the nickels by counting by fives.  We then add 

the dime total and the nickel total together.   Next, we add 1 on for each penny.  You can 

practice this at home by placing various amounts of dimes, nickels, and pennies on a table and 

then have your children practice counting it up.  For instance, if you laid out 4 dimes, 5 nickels, 

and 3 pennies; have your children first sort the coins into three separate piles:  dimes, nickels, 

and pennies.   Second, have them count the dimes: 10, 20, 30, 40.   Then, have them count the 

nickels:  5, 10, 15, 20, 25.   Next, tell them to STOP and add the total of the dimes (40) + the 

total of the nickels (25)  40+25= 65 cents.    Then add on the pennies:  66, 67, 68.  68cents. 

Make sure that they say cents every time because they are talking about money.  The more 

they practice this with real money; the more confident your children will become.   

*Please continue to have your children show numbers four different ways.  Standard 

Form/Number: 136, Base-10 Block drawing:  Ask your children to draw the Base-10 drawing for 

the number 136, Expanded Form:  100+30+6=136, Word Form:  one hundred thirty six. 

*Please continue to have your children review that expanded form can be written various ways, 

but still equal the same sum. 

136=100+30+6, 100+30+6=136, 6+30+100=136, 30+100+6=136, etc. 

*We continued to work on Unit 4.   

*We solved 2-digit subtraction problems using the Ungroup First Method. 

*Find unknown addends and use different methods to find addends for 100. 

*We used place value blocks to help us solve subtraction problems. 

*We used student-generated methods to solve subtraction word problems.  Decide when to 

ungroup and when not to ungroup. 

*We solved 2-digit subtraction problems using the Expanded Method and the Ungroup First 

Method. 

*When completing homework, please let your child pick the strategy they like best.  If your 

child likes using the Expanded Method, please refer to the letter that was sent home explaining 

Expanded Method. 



*We built fluency within 100. 

*We decided when to ungroup in subtraction and subtract a 2-digit number from any number 

less than 200. 

*We subtracted 2-digit numbers from numbers with a zero in the tens or ones place. 

*We reviewed 2-digit subtraction methods and apply those methods to subtracting from 200. 

*We solved subtraction story problems using a preferred method and explain the method used. 

*We compared addition and subtraction methods and used addition and subtraction to solve 

word problems. 

*We used math mountains to help us solve word problems. 

*We generated eight equations from a Math Mountain, and practiced solving different types of 

word problems. 

*We practiced addition and subtraction within 100 and used those skills to solve various word 

problems. 

*We added up to calculate change for one dollar. 

*We added up to solve unknown addend word problems. 

*We solved word problems with start unknown or change unknown. 

*We represented and solved Compare word problems. 

*We acted out a yard sale and bought various items. 

*We related ungrouping hundreds and tens in subtraction to ungrouping dollars and dimes. 

*We solved mixed word problems. 

*We distinguished between the hour and minute hand on an analog clock. 

*We compared a.m. to p.m. Is it light or dark at a certain time?   What part of the day is it?  

(morning, afternoon, or evening). 

*We looked at various times and decided what activity would make sense to be happening at 

that time.  For example:  2:00 a.m. sleeping.  12:30 p.m. eating lunch.  12:30 a.m. sleeping. 

 



 

In Health we: 

*We will be working on NYS Character Traits and our Fusion Inside Out techniques during our 

class meetings every day. 

*Our March word is: Forgiveness. 

*Officer Greco came into our classroom to discuss Stranger Danger. 

 

 

In Science: 

*We continued our new unit:  Save the Bees!  Students will learn the interdependent 

Relationships in Ecosystems in this unit. 

*Students focused on the:   ask and imagine steps of the Engineering Design Process. 

*We examined the new kit and students wrote down what they noticed and what they 

wondered about. 

*We focused on what makes an ecosystem. 

*Focused on Living vs. Non-Living. 

*We named various animals and plants in an ecosystem. 

*Our key vocabulary words were:  ecosystem, non-living, system, claim, ecologist, evidence, 

habitat, observation, abdomen, endangered, extinct, pesticide, pollen, pollination, germinate, 

predators, prey 

*We explored our schoolyard habitat and identified what habitats are found in our school 

community. 

*We compared (same) and contrasted (different) the movie the book The Lorax.  We learned 

that a Venn diagram is the best graphic organizer to use when asked to compare and contrast. 

*We discussed what is happening in the bees’ habitat that is causing them to die or disappear? 

*We observe the bee closely and drew a model of the bee. 

*We discussed how plants and animals help each other. 



*We discussed how bees help our world. 

*We discussed why are bees disappearing? 

*We discussed how can we help the bees? 

*What does it mean to be extinct?   

*We identified that are extinct. 

*We compared the two vocabulary words:  endangered and extinct. 

*We made germination bags and are observing changes. 

*We drew what we thought was inside a bean plant and labeled what we knew. 

*We are soaking bean seeds over the weekend so we can open the bean plants and see what is 

inside of them Monday morning. 

*We opened up our seeds on Monday.  First, we peeled off the seed coat. Then we opened up 

the seed and labeled:  the embryo (baby plant), and the cotyledon (food storage). 

*We learned that not all seeds have embryos. 

*Students are observing how our germination bags change from day to day. 

*We planted plants in clear cups that are under a bright light.  We are watching these changes 

as well. 

 

 

In Reading:   

*Groups will vary throughout the year based on your child’ individual needs.  If you ever have 

any questions, please contact me.    

*Your children are reading at their reading level on their Chrome Books.  You can find their log 

in information on the back of their red folders. 

*Our core vocabulary words were: beyond, burrow, distant, lengthy, ranger’s, warning. 

*Please help your children to remember to bring back their reading log every Friday.  

Remember to have them write down the title that either they read on their own or a title that 



you read to them.  Happy Reading!!!  Thank you for sharing your love of reading to your 

children. 

 

 

Reminders: 

Please make sure your child brings the following items to school every day:   

*a water bottle 

*one or more snacks each day 

*sneakers 

*coats when needed 

*their favorite book/s to keep in their desk 

*their John A. Sciole folder, agenda and math homework journal 

Have a fun, safe, and relaxing weekend with your family. 

 

If we work as a team we can 

accomplish anything. 

Thank you for your support. 


